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will ye, 0 hoopoes ? ' And they told him how the hand of
every man was against them by reason of their crowns.

" Then said the King, l 0 foolish ones ! I foresaw that this
would come upon you, even on the day you made petition, on
the day of the sun-shielding/

" Then he smiled and waved his hand, and the golden crowns
changed, and became as feathers that are of gold, but still
are feathers, and no gain to any man. So the hoopoes departed
rejoicing, and praising the goodness and the wisdom of Solomon,
the son of David/'

I thanked the Daroga for his story, and retired to my tent,
having no mind for further vocal melody, but far into the night
I was dreamily conscious of Shaikh Jaffer's shakes and quavers*

On returning to Hazaribagh, I found an unwelcome summons
from my Colonel, calling upon me to rejoin my regiment, the
iO4th, as there was a lack of officers. I had no mind to return
to the dull monotony of regimental life, and therefore sub-
mitted to Government a respectful application to be permitted
to join the Bengal Staff Corps, and reported my action in the
matter to the Colonel of my regiment, waiting meanwhile for
further orders.

As the rainy season set in, the criminals of the district roused
themselves to greater activity, hoping, doubtless, to escape
pursuit owing to the difficulty of travelling. But

Naught cared this body for wind and weather,
When youth and I lived in 't together;

;1and I rode sometimes forty miles a day, investigating and
following up serious cases of murder and robbery. There were
hitches and difficulties also with the police, and cases of insub-
ordination and mutiny requiring immediate repression arid
punishment. I was fairly successful in my work, taking
prisoner sixteen out of a band of forty miscreants who had been
Committing serious highway robberies on the Grand Trunk
Road,, sixty miles of which I had to patrol and keep in safety
for travellers.

On this expedition it was necessary to travel with extreme
secrecy. 1 started off with only ten of my beat men, all well
'             We went on foot, and, the better to escape observation,